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THE FACTS ABOUT RICHMOND 


Early History 


As early as 1803 the district was being visited by members 
of Lt. Bowen’s settlement at Risdon Cove. They came to hunt 
wallaby and discovered coal near the river at what is now 
part of “Lowlands”. Because of this, they named the area 
Coal River. 


More and more people came to settle here and in 1819 Gov. 
Macquarie granted Lt. Gov. Sorell 710 acres of land at Coal 
River. Sorell disposed of his grants and in 1824 David Lord 
of “Richmond Park” sold the Government 90 acres to create 
the new township of Richmond. In return he received 140 
acres which became part of his Richmond Park Estate. 

Richmond was proclaimed a town and given its new name 
on February 23, 1824 by Lt. Gov. Sorell. It became a Munici- 
pality in 1861. In 1993 the Municipality of Richmond was 
amalgamated with the City of Clarence. 


Local Industry 


In the old days Richmond was known as the “Granary of 
the Colony”, as grain from all around was shipped by barge 
to Hobart and Sydney by vessels which came up the Coal 
River to a jetty, long since gone, at the end of Commercial 
Road. 


Grain is still grown in the region, and there is also sheep 
farming and some cattle. Richmond has a large number of 
Mohair goat breeders, several of whom export overseas. 
Many of the local sheep breeders have award winning studs. 


There are also stone fruits such as apricots, nectarines and 
cherries, all of which do well in this area due to the climate. 
Wine grapes are a relatively new crop in the district although 
some of the first hops in Tasmania were grown at Richmond 
in the early 1800s. 

With the instigation of the Craigbourne Irrigation 
Scheme, water is now assured for even better aercunare 
development. 


Butcher shop (very hygienic!) roughly near the site of the present 
garage, taken about 1894. The sandstone post on the left is all that 
remains today of the old saleyards. 
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Bridge Street, Richmond, about 1890. At the left is the Court House 
(1825). Behind the two large trees is the Bridge Hotel - you can just see 
the edge of the balcony. Beyond that, is Thompson’s Store and saddlery. 
Just beyond that is the cottage which is now a tea room and the 2-storey 


building with the balcony further down the street is the Commercial 
Hotel, now the Richmond Arms Hotel. 


The People 


Many of the families living in Richmond have been here 
for well over 100 years, but now itis becoming a popular place 
for older folk who have retired and young families looking 
for a healthy, attractive place to raise their families. Many 
of the newer residents are commuters who work in Hobart, 
but appreciate the fact that they can live in a rural commu- 
nity only 20 minutes drive from the heart of town. 


Richmond has everything needed for modern living - 
shops, medical centre, pharmacy, Post Office, hotel, etc., plus 
several very high quality gift shops which cater for the large 
number of tourists who visit the town. 


RICHMOND’S BOASTS | 

We have many “oldests” and “firsts” in the area. We have 
the oldest Bridge (1823) still in use; St. John’s is the oldest 
Catholic church still in use in Australia (1837); St. John’s 
School is the oldest Catholic school still in use in Australia 
(1843); the oldest public school still in use - Richmond Pri- 
mary School (1834); the oldest Post Office Building (1832); 
the first hops in Tasmania were supposedly grown in Rich- 
mond at “Carrington”. Another first we are not so proud of 
is that the African Box Thorn was introduced into the State 
by a Richmond resident who saw it being used to control lions 
in South Africa and brought back seeds and seedlings think- 
ing it would be useful to keep cattle under control. If only he 
knew what he had started! 


THE OLD BUILDINGS 
1. Bridge Inn 


The original one storey hotel was built about 1817 over the 
old Richmond Wine Vaults. The steps leading to this large 
cellar may still be seen in the Mews at the back of the present 
building. The building you see today was originally built in 
the early 1830s and was beautifully restored to its former 
appearance in 1985, after having an ugly modern frontage 


Another view of Bridge Street in the 1890s. The building on the left is 
Thompson’s Store and saddlery. On the right, the large building is the 
wheelwright’s shop and the long building to the left of it is one of the 
blacksmith’s shops. The high roof visible behind the blacksmith’s is 
Gaby’s Store. The blacksmith and the wheelwright buildings have long 
since gone, but Gaby’s Store remains now as the Village Store. 


This is a close-up of the wheelwright, the blacksmith and Gaby’s Store. 
The building jutting out beyond Gaby’s store is the old stable. 
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put on in 1939 and to which more was added in the 1950s. It 
was continuously licensed as an hotel from 1834 to 1975. 
During the 1920s and 30s when very few people had motor 
cars, there are stories of several patrons of the Bridge Hotel 
and also the Commercial Hotel (now the Richmond Arms) 
being taken home in wheel barrows after having too many 
beers to be able to walk home - a kind of early taxi service, I 
suppose? 


2. Saleyards and Post 


Across the road, at the left-hand side of the garage is a 
sandstone post. This marks the place where the stock sale 
yards used to be. The garage was originally built for a 
returned serviceman after World War I. Earlier, on roughly 
the same site, there was a butcher shop and a photograph 
taken at the time shows the meat hanging along the outside 
of the shop with no thought of the flies etc. 


The now-vacant corner block was once called “Dog’s Cor- 
ner” and there was a house with a wooden verandah used as 
a betting shop where the local men gathered to talk and bet. 
Apparently it was a dirty sort of place with lots of fleas - 
hence the name. In earlier times it had been Woolley’s Grocer 
Shop, then a milliner’s and then a bootmaker’s shop when 
Garney Cornish the cobbler was there. 

In 1992 this area was transformed into a small rest park 
and garden with the co-operation of Richmond Council, the 
Richmond Chamber of Commerce and local residents. 


3. Former Prince of Wales Hotel 


Behind the site of the saleyard, is a double storey building. 
This is the former Prince of Wales Hotel. The original build- 
ing is at the back of the larger structure which was added 
around 1860 by John McGowan. 


4. Former Saddlery and Shop 


The earliest part of this building is the stable at the rear 
which is shown on the 1842 Survey Map. This was probably 


The only known photograph of Buscombe’s Lennox Arms Inn. This inn 
was built in 1827 and was burnt down in 1886. All that remains today 
of the original building is the stable. 


After the Lennox Arms was burnt down, the present hotel was built in 
1888. This picture was taken at the turn of the century. 


8. Former Commercial Hotel 


The present hotel was built around 1888 next to the site 
of the “Lennox Arms” inn - where the present car park is now. 
The “Lennox Arms” was burnt down in 1886 (by a local 
woman who had an argument with the licensee Mr. Burrell) 
and all that remains of it is the Stable to the left of the car 
park. 

There is a story that one of the local gentry rode his horse 
through the door and up the stairs of the hotel as a bet. When 
the horse would not come down, it took three men to get it 
out of the hotel. (This same man was a bit of a character and 
never chopped his firewood, instead he stuck the end of a log 
in the fireplace and just kept pushing it further in as it 
burned.) 


The paddock behind the hotel was used as a stockyard in 
early days and when the circus visited town, it would set up 
here. Once, when a circus was here, a neighbour over the 
fence in Henry Street had prize pumpkins laid out ready for 
the Annual Show, but he was not very pleased when he came 
back later to find that the circus elephant had got into them 
and ruined them! 

In 1974 a group of local residents got together and with 
voluntary effort constructed a competition standard bowling 
green here. Unfortunately, it was not very well patronised 
and fell into disuse, but it is still there, albeit overgrown, 
complete with watering system, drainage and everything. 


In 1974 a competition was held to choose a new name 
“more in keeping with Richmond’s tourist image” and the 
name of the hotel was changed to “The Richmond Arms”. 
However, the coat-of-arms displayed on the sign outside the 
hotel, is definitely NOT the arms of either the original 
Richmond (in Yorkshire, England) or even the second Rich- 
mond (just outside London, England). It is a composite coat- 
of-arms and no one seems to know where it came from! 


9. Congregational Church 


Across the road from the Granary is the Congregational 
Church built in 1873 to replace the earlier one which was in 


Shipley’s Shop, now gone. This picture was taken at the Centenary of 
Richmond Bridge in 1923. Townsfolk dressed up in period costume for 
the celebrations and this shows some of them on the local coach outside 

Shipley’s Shop. The Granary can be seen at the right. 


The former Buscombe’s Store, later the Richmond Post Office. The small 
building at the left is Shipley’s Shop. 
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Torrens Street. It is one of the oldest purely Congregational 
churches in Australia as most of the others joined up to 
become the Uniting Church. 


10. The Granary 


Built in 1829 when the Richmond area was known as 
the “Granary” of Van Diemen’s Land. You can still see the 
horse-operated hoist where bags of grain were pulled up 
for storage by the horse walking across the road pulling 
the rope. Inside the Granary there are still letters painted 
on the beams indicating whose grain went where. The 
grain was shipped to Hobart and also the mainland, on 
barges which came up the Coal River almost to the town- 
ship itself. 


10a. Site of Shipley’s Shop 


On this now vacant block once stood a small cottage known 
as- Shipley’s Shop. The Richmond Post Office was situated 
here for many, many years run by Mrs. Shipley. This lady 
must have been quite a character as she was an amateur 
taxidermist and had several of her stuffed animals in the 
window of the shop. Mr. Shipley was a cabinet maker and 
also the local coffin maker. 


11. Former General Store & Post Office 


The original single storey part of this building was built 
in 1826 and the double-storied section was added by James 
Buscombe in 1829. It was used as a general store for many 
years and also as a Post Office from 1832 to about 1850. It 
was later purchased by the Postal Department in 1898 and 
became the Post Office again from that date until 1972 and 
it is the oldest surviving postal building in Australia. Notice 
the unique Georgian shop front - one of the few remaining 
intact in the country. The building is said to be haunted by 
the ghost of Mrs. Buscombe (she also haunts Prospect House) 
as she has been seen going up and down the stairs dressed 
in a long brown dress. 
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This colonial cottage was once an exchange library in the 1920s where 

people could swap their books for a penny. The sign can still be seen on 

the side of the building. This cottage has another unusual feature in the 

back yard. There is a two-holer toilet dating back to colonial days. (This 
is a small toilet building with a seat containing two holes in it.) 


The former Star and Garter Inn (nearest of the three co-joined cottages). 
The verandah was an addition and has since been removed. At the time 
this picture was taken in the 1950s or so, the inn was a private home 
known as “Roseville”. 
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12. Colonial Cottage and Shop 


Built about 1840 this shop has a sign saying “E. Philips 
Exchange Mart” painted on the side which can still be seen 
if you stand in the right place. This was from the days when 
a “Penny Library” operated here. Local people could bring 
their books in and exchange them for others for the price of 
a penny. 


13. Mayfield 


This early house (c. 1820) can be seen up the lane opposite 
Henry Street. It was once the home of one of Richmond’s 
Police Magistrates, Thomas Lascelles (1827). Later it was a 
boarding school and an hotel. 

It was after it was an hotel, that the sons of a family living 
there, having had a few beers one night, “borrowed” the local 
policeman’s horse, took it to “Mayfield” and clipped it then 
painted it with black and white stripes and let it go! These 
saine boys were forever playing tricks around the town. One 
night they dislodged some large blocks from the parapet of 
the bridge, knocking them into the river below. When this 
was discovered the next day, it did not take long to find the 
culprits and the Warden of Richmond at that time, Winston 
Churchill Simmons, made the boys fish the blocks out of the 
river and replace them back on the parapet as their punish- 
ment. Another of their reported exploits was when the 
pointed wooden spire of St. John’s Church was replaced in 
1893. Apparently these boys, along with some of their 
friends, took the old wooden spire and sailed it down the 
river, having a lovely time until they ran aground on one of 
the small islands in the river! 


14. Former Star and Garter Inn 


One of Richmond’s early inns dating from the 1830s, it 
became a private house in the 1870s. When it was a private 
house it was called “Roseville” for a while. Now, three cot- 
tages have been linked to make one long building. There is 
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The old Richmond Hotel in Henry Street. At one time this was a guest 
house called “Victoria House”. 


“Fernville” was built in 1836 by the Rev. Aislabie of St. Luke’s Church. 
At one time it wasa school known as Harrow Hill. 
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a story that a racehorse called “Little May” was hidden in 
the cellar here after being switched for another in a race. 


15. Ashmore 


This building is named after William Ashmore, the man who 
built it as a shop in 1850. It was a general store for many years 
run by two ladies Miss Bentley and Miss Jacobs and it is said 
that the ghost of Miss Jacobs can sometimes be heard tapping 
her stick across the upstairs floor. Later it was damaged by fire 
and restored in 1970. The little shop beside it was originally 
located in Bathurst Street behind the old Richmond Hotel. It 
was moved to its present site on rollers by a traction engine 
some years ago and used as a butcher's shop. 


16. Bridal Cottage 


This cottage (c. 1840s) got its name from being used by 
honeymoon couples at one time. At the end of the last century 
it was used as a “Dame” school by Miss Brain. These were 
private little schools run by ladies in their own homes for just 
a few pupils. 


17. Colonial Cottage 


This cottage is a typical example of an ordinary colonial 
cottage of the 1840s. The one next door is a modern cottage, 
only a few years old, designed to blend in with the style of 
the colonial period. 


18. Honeysuckle Cottage 


This was originally two co-joined cottages and part of a row 
of terrace cottages known as “Red Row” which extended to the 
next corner. It has been greatly renovated in the early style. 


19. Old Richmond Hotel 


This was built in the 1830s and stock sales were held here 
and it was later a coaching station. In the 1880s it became a 
guest house called “Victoria House”. 
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The original Richmond School House, built in 1834. This is the oldest 
primary school building still in use in Australia. 


The additions to Richmond Primary School built in 1890. The man is 
one of the early teachers, Mr. Wellington Walker, with his son Donald. 
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20. Former Terrace Cottage 


“Red Row” mentioned previously came down to this corner 
and the original part of this house was used as a butcher shop 
in the 1850s by Simon Ross. If you look at the window sill 
just around the corner you can see where it is worn, possibly 
from having knives sharpened on it regularly. This was also 
known as “The Old Hospital” at one time. It has been greatly 
added to in recent times. 


21. Belmont 


From the corner of Bathurst Street can be seen this im- 
posing Georgian house. It was built around 1837 for Ben- 
jamin Guy a Hobart merchant, possibly by Henry Buscombe, 
brother of James Buscombe of Prospect House. 


22. Fernville 


This was built in 1836 by the first rector of St. Luke’s, Rev. 
Aislabie. It is another of Richmond’s old buildings which 
started as a small cottage and was added to as the need arose. 
In.this case, that was in 1849 when it became a school known 
as “Harrow Hill”. 


23. The Road to the Jetty - Commercial Road 


This is the road which came up to Richmond from thejetty, 
about a mile or so along. Unfortunately, nothing remains of 
the jetty today other than a couple of posts sticking up in the 
mud. This road, as its name implies was one of the most 
important in the town. In early days, ships came up the Coal 
River to take the grain from Richmond to Hobart Town and 
from there it went to Sydney. 


24. Pop Wright’s Cottage 


Just around the corner from Commercial Road, in Torrens 
Street is a small painted cottage. This dates from the 1840s 
and was lived in continuously by members of the Wright 
family from 1862 until 1988. Joseph Wright and his wife Lucy 
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original Richmond - mother of all the others in the world), sent a 
Union Jack bearing the crest of the Yorkshire Richmond to the children 
of Richmond, Tasmania. Old residents told me that one of the requests 

that came with the flag was that it never be hung outside, and that 
the local children collected together enough money to send a flag back 
to Yorkshire. 


The Congregational Burial Ground is not often seen with snow on tt. 
This was in July 1986, when the whole of Richmond was snowed in. 
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Ann raised their family of eleven children in this tiny cottage 
and it is supposed to be haunted by the ghost of one of their 
daughters, Mary Ann, who was the local midwife and nurse. 
Mary Ann never married and had a very strong personality. 
The last family member to live here was Joseph’s grandson, 
Joseph Mervyn, known as “Pop” to everyone. He died in 1988 
but other members of the family still live in Richmond. 


25. Redcoats Cottage 


This was originally two co-joined cottages which have now 
been made into one house. It is one of the oldest cottages in 
Richmond having been built in 1825. It was used to house 
army officers, hence the name it has been given. Because 
there was no official accommodation for army personnel, 
they were billeted out around the town. On the wall near the 
corner of Henry Street, you will see where the front door of 
one of the two cottages has been bricked up, and the same 
can be seen at the back of the cottage. When it was originally 
built there were the two cottages each with two rooms 
downstairs and one room above. At the northern end of the 
building was an open stable which has now been closed in. 
The roof, like most other roofs in Richmond was shingled, 
until about the 1930s when the iron was put on. Pop Wright 
used to tell of the time when he helped George Fenner put 
the corrugated iron on the roof. Apparently it was blowing a 
gale and the sheets of iron were flapping everywhere making 
the job very difficult. They had just about finished, hanging 
on to the iron while trying to keep their balance and not fall 
off the roof. Pop was holding the iron sheet in place while 
George hammered. At last it was finished, but as they turned 
to climb down, they discovered that they had nailed the sheet 
of iron over George’s jacket which had been blowing in the 
wind and had got caught under the edge of it! They had to 
pull out all the nails and do it again!! 


26. Old School House 


This fine sandstone building was designed by John Lee 
Archer and built in 1834. In early days the teacher lived here 
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Emerald Cottage in Torrens Street, was once used as the Congregational 
Church Manse. Nowadays it has been painted and there are attractive 
gardens around it, unlike this stark picture. 


St. Luke’s Anglican Church, built in 1837. It is worth a visit just to see 
the beautiful wooden ceiling made by James Thomson, a convict who 
was given a pardon for his work on this church. 
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as well as it being used for a school. The newer school behind 
was opened in 1890. This old schoolhouse is still used by 
Richmond Primary School and is the oldest school building 
still in use in Australia. 


27. Congregational Burial Ground 


The first Congregational Chapel built in 1843 stood to the 
front lefthand side of this burial ground. The oldest head- 
stone still here is that of Ann Ross, wife of Simon Ross the 
butcher and her newborn baby, both of whom died in June 
1846. It is just behind the acacia tree near the back fence. 
(Simon and Ann Ross were the parents of Lucy Ann Wright 
- see entry for “Pop Wright’s Cottage”). An interesting point 
to notice is that all the headstones face south and not east 
as is the usual fashion. 

One of the headstones has an unusual story behind it 
(or under it!). It is the one belonging to William Campbell 
which is now broken and lying with the top half over the 
bottom piece. The inscription is very hard to read as it is 
so weather worn. William Campbell was a dancing master 
who died on February 15, 1860. At his inquest which was 
held at Simon McCullough’s Union Hotel in Wellington 
Street, evidence was given that for some reason Mr. Camp- 
bell was riding on the top of a loaded cart drawn by one 
bullock on the highway, when he accidentally fell to the 
ground and“..... received one mortal bruise from which he 
did die”. According to his headstone he left a loving wife 
and children. One can only speculate as to what a dancing 
master was doing on the top of a loaded bullock cart - a 
colonial Gene Kelly perhaps? 


28. Emerald Cottage 


This lovely cottage was built around 1837 by Roger Gavin, 
Chief Constable of the Coal River District. At the end of the 
last century it was used as the Congregational ee by the 
Rev. Tinning. 
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James Gordon’s House. This fine building was known as 
“Wykeham House” when it was owned by Dr. John Coverdale, the first 


Warden of Richmond. Later in 1902, it was purchased by the Anglican 


church as the rectory for St. Luke’s and it is frequently referred to 
as the Old Rectory. 


The former Dispensary and Morgue. This little building is thought to 
have been used as the morgue for the Richmond Gaol originally. Later it 


was used for a while as Dr. Coverdales’s dispensary and he had a herb 
garden here where he grew the ingredients for some of his medicines. 
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29. Former Home of James Gatty 


James Gatty was a long serving Council Clerk at Rich- 
mond and he was the father of Harold Gatty, the famous 
aviator. If you continue on down Torrens Street to the river 
you will come to a small dam called the Gatty Dam. 


30. St. Luke’s Church 


This is another John Lee Archer design, built in 1834. 
The stained glass window inside was made in England and 
fitted in 1865. The clock was originally installed in St. 
David’s Church in Hobart but was stored when that church 
was demolished in 1870. It was brought to St. Luke’s in 
1922. In 1987 the clock face was painted black to make it 
look like the other five of the original six clocks brought to 
Van Diemen’s Land. The wooden ceiling of the church is 
quite a feature and the convict who designed and carried 
out this work, James Thomson was given his freedom 
because of his expertise. 

The reason the windows are painted white, is, so they say, 
to prevent the congregation looking out of the windows 
during the sermon, thus paying more attention and not being 
distracted! The clock tower is supposed to be haunted. The 
sandstone for this church and most of Richmond’s other 
sandstone buildings and the Bridge came from Butcher's 
Hill, and signs of the quarrying on the side of the hill may 
still be seen. 


31. James Gordon’s House 


James Gordon was the District Magistrate in Richmond 
(the Gordon River is named after him) and he built this house 
in 1831. Later it was the home of Dr. John Coverdale who 
was the first Warden of Richmond in 1861 and the last Civil 
Commandant at Port Arthur in 1875. In those days the house 
was called “Wykeham House”. When Dr. Coverdale’s eldest 
daughter Dora married the grandson of Lt. Gov. Sorell at St. 
Luke’s, a red carpet was laid from this house to the church 
so that Dora’s feet and dress would not get dirty. In 1908 it 
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This view taken from the tower of St. Luke’s Church around 1900 and in 
the foreground can be seen James Gordon’s House. At the extreme right 
is Buscombe’s windmill which was demolished to provide some of the 
materials for building the Town Hall in 1908. Next to that is the Gaol 
and the building in the centre of the picture, just above James Gordon's 
House is the Police Barracks, which was also demolished for use in 
building the Town Hall. 
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Richmond Gaol - five years older than Port Arthur and still in its 
original condition. It was still used as a gaol up to 1928. 
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was purchased by the Church of England and used as the 
Rectory until 1972. 


32. Former Dispensary & Morgue 


This lhttle building is believed to have been built as a 
dispensary and morgue for use by the Gaol which is close by. 
By 1853 it was used by Dr. Coverdale as his dispensary and 
he also had a herb garden here - no doubt for mixing up his 
special remedies! After Dr. Coverdale went it was used as a 
dwelling, although the herb garden was still listed on the 
Valuation List for some time afterwards. 


33. Montacute 


Another of Richmond’s many historic freestone houses. 
This one was built during the 1830s. It is said to be haunted 
by the ghost of a lady dressed in a long dress who wanders 
through the garden. 


34. Richmond Gaol 


This gaol is five years older than Port Arthur and is in its 
original condition, unlike Port Arthur which has been much 
restored. It housed prisoners in transit from one place to 
another and often held the road gangs overnight while they 
were working in the area. Women as well as men were held 
here. It was used as a prison until 1928. One of the more 
interesting prisoners held here during the early 1830s was 
Ikey Solomons, who is said to be the person upon whom 
Charles Dickens based his character of Fagin in “Oliver 
Twist”. One of the cells in the Men’s Solitary section is said 
to be haunted. The Gaol is open daily for inspection for a 
small fee. 


35. Site of Former Barracks 


Roughly where the road to the Police Station goes through 
the Car Park were the Police Barracks built in 1833 by John 
Lee Archer. Made of sandstone they were demolished in 1908 


25 


The disused Buscombe’s 
windmill in what is now 
the Municipal Park above 
the Coal River. This was 
never a very successful 
project even when it was 
first built. In later years 
there was a blacksmith 
shop in the bottom of it 
and it was eventually 
pulled down and the 
stone used to build the 
Town Hall in 1908. In 
summer, when the grass 
is very dry, it is possible 
to see the outline of the 
mill in the ground. 


The Police Barracks, prior to their demolition in 1908. The boy looks as 
if he is about to start knocking them down. 
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and the stone, together with the stone from the old windmill, 
was used to build the new Town Hall. 


36. Miller’s Cottage and Buscombe’s Windmill 


This small cottage stands in the middle of the Municipal 
Park (which was once the Police Muster Ground) and be- 
tween the cottage and the river bank stood James 
Buscombe’s Windmill of 1831. However, due to unreliable 
winds it was later converted to steam (1848), but was still 
unprofitable and stood empty for many years. 

In 1908, what remained of it was demolished to build the 
new Town Hall. The outline of the mill can still be seen on 
the ground at certain times especially when the grass has 
died down in summer. It was 40 feet high and about 25 feet 
in diameter. The cottage was built around 1837 and at one 
time the miller lived there. Later the tenant was a boot- 
maker. Although it is known as “Miller’s Cottage” now, in 
the past it had always been referred to as “Milton Cottage”. 
When it was due to be demolished by Council in 1982 a group 
of local people got together to form the Coal River National 
Trust Group and as such they leased the cottage from the 
Council and restored it between 1983-85. 


37. Richmond Bridge and St. John’s Church 


From the Park above the riverbank, many visitors to 
Richmond take the ideal photo of the oldest bridge in Aus- 
tralia and also the oldest Catholic church in Australia in 
continual use. 

Richmond Bridge was built using convict labour in 1823 
and was originally called “Bigge’s Bridge”. Everyone has 
heard the story of George Grover, the wicked flagellator who 
used to beat the convicts as they collected the stone from 
Butcher’s Hill quarry. One day his dead and battered body 
was found below the bridge and it is presumed that he was 
murdered and thrown over. His ghost is said to haunt the 
bridge. (Actually he died in 1832 - some seven years after the 
Bridge was finished.) Another Bridge ghost is a large black 
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Richmond Bridge showing the two mills - the steam mill on the left and 
the windmill on the right. This picture was taken before the cutwaters 
were put on to the piers in July 1884. 


Another view of Richmond Bridge, this time in the 1960s. Cows were 
allowed to graze on the river bank and also around the streets of Rich- 
mond as long as their owners paid a registration fee. The cows were then 
obliged to wear a tag, much like the tags dogs wear today. 
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and white dog, said to be Grover’s dog. Yet another is the 
headless man in the striped blazer. 

St. John’s Church was built in 1837 and is the oldest 
Catholic church still in use in Australia. It is open for 
inspection daily. Just behind the church is the old Catholic 
school from 1843 which was run by the nuns (Little Sisters 
of St. Joseph) and this is the oldest Catholic school still in 
use in Australia. There used to be a convent on the river bank 
just below the church. The present church tower is the third 
and was erected in 1972. It replaced a short one (from 1893) 
which in turn replaced the tall wooden one from 1859. (See 
entry on “Mayfield” - 13.) 

By the side of the church door is the tiny grave of the baby 
son of the Irish rebel Thomas O’Meagher who died in 1852. 
This grave was originally in the main graveyard high above 
the river, but due to erosion, was in danger of falling into the 
river and was moved to its present position in 1947. 


38..Municipal Park 


This was originally the convict Muster Ground in early 
days. 


39. Former Nichols Store 


The present large supermarket stands on the site of 
Nichols Store (c. 1860s) which boasted it could supply any- 
thing from a pin to a piano! The Post Office was situated in 
this store for many years between about 1850 to the late 
1890s. This huge building was destroyed by fire in the early 
1920s. The small shop to the right of it was the old Bakery, 
dating from about 1840. 


40. Anderson's Cottage 


The small section at the front of this building is the 
original cottage and dates from the 1840s. It was used as a 
shop from very early times and in 1858 it was owned by 
Edward Moran and the shop was run by the Misses Cather- 
ine and Bridget Moran. The interesting thing about this is, 
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A selection of Richmond cow tags. The shape and style were changed 
each year so that unregistered cows could be easily spotted and their 
owners were then fined. 


Nichols Store was a huge store in Richmond which boasted it could 
supply anything from a pin toa piano. In the early 1920s it burnt down 
and this shows the shell of the once grand shop. All that remains is the 

bakehouse (extreme right). 
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that down the other end of Bridge Street, lived William Cato 
and his family. These two families later joined up to become 
the Australia-wide grocery chain of Moran and Cato. 


41. Court House 


The Court House was built in 1825 and was used regularly 
as the Council Chambers by Richmond Municipal Council. 
At the front of the porch there used to be a public clock so 
that residents who could not afford their own clock might 
still know the time! 


According to one long time resident of Richmond, a mar- 
riage took place in the Council Chambers in the late 1940s 
which was unusual, to say the least. It seems there were two 
elderly residents, both close to eighty years of age, who had 
been living together for some time (!) and they decided to get 
married. I don’t know if it was a "rush" wedding, but accord- 
ing to one of the witnesses, the lady had curlers in her hair 
and the gentleman had on one black boot and one brown boot! 
They were married by the then Council Clerk and my inform- 
ant is sure that the “Mercury” newspaper reporter and 
photographer were present and the story was reported on the 
front page. As they left after the wedding, tins were tied to 
the back of the car. 


42. Town Hall 


Built in 1908 using the stone from the old windmill and 
also the Police Barracks, this building was (and still is) used 
regularly for concerts, plays and dances. It is currently being 
renovated by the Richmond Hall Committee. On the wall 
near the entrance to the Hall are some small numbers 
stencilled in white. These were put there during the last 
World War and indicate how many men and how many 
women could be billeted in there in times of emergency. 


43. Forth Street 


The street bearing this name originally ran along the front 
of the Gaol. It was thought it would be better if it went along 
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Th 
built using stone from the Police Barracks and the old windmill and 


was used regularly for concerts and other public functions. 


The Court House built in 1825. This picture taken about 1900 shows 
the old windmill on the left. This fine building has an unusual 
elliptical ceiling. 
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the side of the Bridge Hotel so it was moved. Where cars and 
people now walk there were, not so long ago, paddocks, and 
between the Hotel and the Town Hall was a “Kissing Gate” 
which was a kind of gate used to prevent stock wandering by 
having a “V” shaped section of fence with a swinging gate. 
You pushed the gate, walked into the “V”, pushed the gate 
the other way and walked out of the “V” and into the paddock. 
It was called a “Kissing Gate” because the boys used to kiss 
the girls they fancied while they were stuck in the middle of 
the gate! 


* OK KK KK KOK OK OK 


Of course, there are hundreds more stories which could be 
told about Richmond - or any other small town for that 
matter - but space just does not permit it. Stories like the 
woman who wanted everyone to think she was popular, so 
she wrote letters to herself and then ended up committing 
suicide; the amazing number of people who drowned in their 
water tanks; the way everyone dressed up in their best 
clothes to go and listen to one of the first wireless sets in town 
when the cricket was broadcast; of the scruffy tinker woman 
who used to drive her cart into Richmond selling pots and 
pans with all her cheeky, dirty-faced children riding behind 
her and who was later seen in a smart restaurant in Hobart 
dressed up to the nines in all her finery; of an elderly lady’s 
memories of moving house over eighty years ago when, being 
only very small, she was perched on top of the crate holding 
the chickens as her family drove across town in their wagon 
carrying their furniture and goods, with the chooks pecking 
at her bare legs all the way! 
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In Richmond we are very proud of all our “firsts”. The Richmond 
Bridge, built in 1823, is the oldest bridge still in use in Australia. In 
the centre is St. John’s Catholic Church, built in 1837 and the oldest 

Catholic Church still in use in Australia. Just to the left of the church, is 
the first Catholic school, opened in 1843 and the oldest Catholic school 
still in use in Australia. The tall building on the left near the tree is the 

Catholic convent which burnt down many years ago. This picture 

dates from about 1900. 
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View of Richmond from Butcher’s Hill, circa 1890. The old 
Windmill can be seen quite plainly, just right of the centre. 


The Bridge Hotel around the turn of the century. In 1985 this old 
building was restored back to look like this. 
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